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Keep at it! 
Lately the Lord has put in us an 
unquenchable thirst to reach the 
lost, and as a church, every week we 
pray for the persecuted church in a 
different country. Needless to say, it 
has created in us an even more 
zealous desire to reach those around 
us.  

And with that, I recently read such an 
encouraging article on TGC’s website 
on Christmas Eve, and we would like 
to share some of the convictions we 
appreciate from the words of 
comfort!  

The article can be found here, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
blogs/kevin-deyoung/merry-
christmas-pastor-dont-lose-heart/, 
by Kevin DeYoung. And it starts out 
like this; “Merry Christmas, pastor. 

I know you are getting ready for a 
busy day. If you’re like me, you’re 
just coming off a full Sunday and still 
need to finish your Christmas Eve 
sermon before the sun goes down 

and the candles get lit. I’m sure 
you’ve had a full week, a full month, 
and a full year. I hope you get some 
time off in the next week. 

I also know that as you think back on 
another year—and already have to 
be cranked up for the new one—it’s 
tempting to wonder if your ministry 
is making any difference. I know the 
temptation well. It doesn’t matter 
the size of your church, the length of 
your ministry, or the number of 
followers on social media, almost 
every pastor has weeks (months? 
seasons? years?) where he questions 
the effectiveness of his preaching, 
his praying, his leading, and just 
about everything else he’s poured his 
heart and soul into. 

Don’t lose heart.” 

What a grace it is for us to look back 
and see how faithful God has been! 
Through the painful loss of 
relationships, the discouraging 
conversations with supposed 
prospective folks who promise to 
join the church, the long hours 

behind the scenes, the time spent in 
prayer that seemed to be in vain: He 
was and is faithful!  

Please don’t misunderstand us, as 
one tends to remember the negative 
far better than the positives. We 
have also enjoyed meeting new 
people, seeing the Lord bring in new 
families, being part of the Lord’s 
work as He raises up young leaders, 
and having His people grow in a 
more intimate relationship with Him. 

These things far outweigh the 
negative, but it is through both the 
negative and positive that we grow! 
As Paul in Philippians 2:1-2 says; “So 
if there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, complete my 
joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind.” 

This is the joy we want to share with 
you, as we look forward to more of 
God’s grace in 2019.  
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Church Life! 
As we review the last couple of 
months, we’re thankful to report 
that the Youth Group ministry 
started to take off really well. But all 
good things must come to an end, as 
we took a break over the holidays. 
And so it was encouraging to hear 
the Youth not wanting to stop!  

We’re also thankful for the young 
men the Lord raised up during this 
time as they faithfully served and 
ministered to the group! 

Transitions:  

Please pray for our Sunday school 
ministry, the young couple who led 
this ministry has moved to the US. 
Thankfully we had another couple 
work alongside them and will be 
taking over in the New Year. So 
please pray for Cobus & Ronel, and 
for Bafedile who will also join them.   

Recently David & Madeleine joined 
us at CBC. David has played a major 
role in teaching youth group and 
helping with the school ministries.  

 

 

 

 

 

He and Cobus will also take on a 
more involved role in the church, by 
leading services and even getting 
preaching opportunities.  

We have also recently done some 
leadership training with the two of 
them and two other young men in 
the church. Our hope is that as they 
are tested (1 Tim 3:10) they will be 
appointed by the church to serve, 
Lord willing, as deacons.  

 

 

Announcement: 

We are very excited to report; that 
after much deliberation and being 
seated in unending ques, CBC 
Mokopane is finally registered! 

There are still a few minor 
registrations that need to be 
finalized, but we trust that it would 
be done before our AGM at the end 
of January 2019.  

Ministry ahead: 

We are looking forward to tackling a 
few short Bible studies that should 
prepare the church for local outreach 
in the area and would also help us 
read and understand the Scriptures 
better! 

Our hope is to study through Kevin 
DeYoung’s book titled, Taking God 
at His Word, as well as two short 
Bible Studies from The Gospel 
Coalition, Gospel Shaped Outreach 
& Gospel Shaped Worship! 

We’ve also finished a short sermon 
series looking at some of the marks 
of a Healthy Church and have been 
incredibly encouraged as we 
reflected on the truths we as a 
church are already pursuing. 

 

 

 

 

Additional Ministry: 

Please pray for our weekly prayer 
meeting, Bible study meeting, youth 
group, and school outreach! We are 
thankful to be glorifying God 
through such practical ministry 
opportunities.  

We are also trying to get in at the 
local hospitals to visit long-term 
patients and share the Gospel with 
them, but we have had no success so 

far. We went to meet with the 
CEO’s, but left empty handed. 

Mission week with Welkom Baptist: 

The youth leaders at WBC and some 
of the youth are planning to come to 
Mokopane April 2019. This is an 
amazing opportunity to reach out, to 
minister to our youth and children, 
and be encouraged by other 
believers. 

Please continue to pray with us as 
we plan wisely and seek ways to 
minister effectively. Our hope is to 
develop a healthy relationship with 
the community around us, and to 
make them aware of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  

 

If would like to get involved by 
supporting us with Bibles or tracts, 
please email myself or Ps Louis 
O’Tool from Welkom Baptist Church 
(louisotool@gmail.com) 

Greetings: 

Thank you for faithfully praying for 
us and the church, we are 
encouraged by your efforts and hope 
to continue running the race with 
much endurance.  

May the Lord abundantly bless you 
and your loved ones and may you 
seek His Kingdom above your own 
desires.  

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for 
you do not know what a day may 
bring.” Proverbs 27:1 

Love in Christ,  

Lucas & Suretha! 


